


FRIENDS, 
The “wilderness generation” of the Hebrew Bible is stuck in the middle. 
Born in the desert, they did not experience Egyptian slavery firsthand, 
but they have not yet entered the Promised Land. Playwright James 
Ijames sees something of his generation in them, Black Americans who 
grew up after the hard-fought victories of the Civil Rights Movement 
and inherited the exhausting task of navigating the transition between 
historical anguish and true freedom. This Gen X / Millennial generation 
can be stuck in the wilderness emotionally, too, as the inheritors of their 
elders’ progress, but also of their cultural and family trauma.

This play brings that grand cultural metaphor down to human scale. 
Four cousins gather to clear out their grandmother’s home and, 
surrounded by physical remnants of the past, they are forced to confront 
the trauma, the survival tactics, and the joy that they have inherited. 
Like their Biblical counterparts, they are forced to ask, “Where do we go 
from here?” Ijames is asking a lot of his generation: to honor the wisdom 
and pain they have inherited, but also to transcend it. The wilderness 
is a place of wandering and of reckoning, but it can also be a crucible 
where a fractured people forge a new collective identity and use one 
another to heal.

This is the third play by James Ijames that Studio has produced, 
after Fat Ham, which hit Studio Theatre like a meteor and become 
our second-highest-grossing production, and Good Bones, a Studio 
commission that premiered here in 2023. Good Bones grew out of visits 
during which James soaked up the spirit of Studio Theatre and its 
surrounding neighborhoods, which inspired him to write his first realistic, 
kitchen-sink type play. Apparently he was bitten by the realism bug, as 
Wilderness Generation sees him return to the form, this time with more 
ambition: a house-on-stage drama with debts to writers like Chekhov, 
Lorraine Hansberry, and Tracy Letts.

James used its first production at Philadelphia Theatre Company to 
develop the play, and he retooled it throughout this process, too. He 
is supported by director Taibi Magar, making her Studio debut, and a 
ludicrously talented design team and cast. Both their sense of play and 
their seriousness of purpose have infected Studio Theatre for the last 
month, and we’re proud to share their work with you.

Yours,

Learn more about 
James Ijames 
and Wilderness 
Generation as 
a love letter to 
(and fix-it project 
for) messy family 
dramas. 

David Muse 
Artistic Director

DRAMATURG’S 
NOTE:

https://www.studiotheatre.org/plays/play-detail/2026-2027/wilderness-generation/dramturg-note
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CAST

   * Member of Actors’ Equity 
Association, the Union of 
Professional Actors and Stage 
Managers in the United States.  
The videotaping or audio and/
or visual recording of this 
production is a violation of 
United States Copyright Law and 
an actionable federal offense. 

THE VIDEOTAPING OR MAKING OF ELECTRONIC OR 
OTHER AUDIO AND/OR VISUAL RECORDINGS OF THIS 
PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTING RECORDINGS OR 
STREAMS IN ANY MEDIUM, INCLUDING THE INTERNET, IS 
STRICTLY PROHIBITED, A VIOLATION OF THE AUTHOR(S)’S 
RIGHTS AND ACTIONABLE UNDER UNITED STATES 
COPYRIGHT LAW. 

RAMONA 
AJA GOODE

MICAH & SMITTY 
EDWIN BROWN III*

NICOLE 
JAZMYN JA’NET

DONAVAN 
DOMINIQUE GRAY

UNDERSTUDIES

MICAH 
JABEN EARLY*

NICOLE 
NADIA BROWN*

SMITTY 
JUSTIN WEAKS*

SETTING  
Grandma Bobbie’s house in the Tidewater region of Virginia.

RAMONA 
NIKKOLE SALTER*

DONAVAN 
KHIRY WALKER*
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JAMES IJAMES is a Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright, director, and 
educator. James’ plays have been produced on Broadway, off Broadway, 
and across the country by theatres including Orbiter 3, The National 
Black Theatre, The Public Theater, and Steppenwolf Theatre Company. 
His awards and honors include the 2011 F. Otto Haas Award for an 
Emerging Artist, the 2015 Pew Fellowship for Playwriting, the 2015 
Terrence McNally New Play Award, the 2017 Whiting Award, the 2019 
Kesselring Prize, the 2020 Steinberg Prize, and the 2022 Pulitzer Prize 
in Drama for the Tony-nominated Fat Ham. James is an associate 
professor at Columbia University, where he serves as head of the 
playwriting concentration.

TAIBI MAGAR is the Co-Artistic Director of Philadelphia Theatre 
Company. Select New York credits include productions with New York 
Theatre Workshop, LCT3, Signature Theatre Company, The Shed, Atlantic 
Theater Company, Soho Rep, and Ars Nova. Select Regional credits 
include productions with American Repertory Theatre, Center Theatre 
Group, Yale Repertory Theatre, Shakespeare Theatre, Alley Theatre, 
Guthrie Theater. International credits include Hamburg Theater Festival, 
Edinburgh Festival Fringe, Malthouse Theatre (Melbourne), and Soho 
Theatre (London). Awards and Nominations include an Obie Award, 
Drama Desk Award and Lucille Lortel Award. She holds an MFA from 
Brown University.  

playwright

director
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NIKKOLE SALTER (Ramona) is an actor, 
playwright, and director. She was previously 
seen at Studio in Jitney. Her other credits 
include The Great Society (Lincoln Center 
Theater); In the Continuum (Primary Stages 
and Perry Street Theatricals); Stick Fly (Arena 
Stage and Huntington Theatre Company); 
Head of Passes (Berkeley Repertory Theatre); 
Macbeth (Shakespeare Theatre Company); 
and Our Daughters, Like Pillars (Huntington 
Theatre Company). On television, she can 
be seen in New Amsterdam (NBC) and 
Godfather of Harlem (MGM+) and in the films 
Pride and Glory and Last Night. Nikkole co-
wrote and co-performed In the Continuum, 
receiving an OBIE Award and the Outer 
Critics Circle’s John Gassner Award, as well 
as Helen Hayes and IRNE Award nominations 
for acting. She holds a BFA in Theatre Arts 
from Howard University and an MFA from 
NYU’s Graduate Acting Program. She is a 
professor and coordinator of the BFA Acting 
program at Howard University.  
www.nikkolesalter.com. 

JABEN EARLY (Micah) is a theatre 
practitioner who has previously appeared at 
Studio in Fucking A. Other credits include The 
Great Society (Lincoln Center Theatre); Guess 
Who’s Coming to Dinner and We Are Proud 
to Present… (Guthrie Theater); Toni Stone, 
Junk, The Great Society, All the Way, and 
Ruined (Arena Stage); Death of a Salesman 
(Ford’s Theatre); Measure for Measure and 
Julius Caesar (Folger Theatre); Macbeth 
(Shakespeare Theatre Company); Father 
Comes Home From the Wars (Parts 1, 2, & 3) 
(Round House Theatre); Unexplored Interior 
(Mosaic Theater Company); The Convert 
(Woolly Mammoth Theatre Company); 
Mondo Andronicus (Molotov Theatre Group); 
Native Son (American Century Theater); The 
Convert (Marin Theatre); and The Death of 
Bessie Smith (Liberty Free Theatre). He holds 
an MFA from Sarah Lawrence College and a 
BFA from Morehouse College. He also studied 
at the British American Drama Academy at 

Magdalen College, University of Oxford. On 
social media @jabenearly.

NADIA BROWN (Nicole) is a New York-based 
actress. Her theatre credits include Harry 
Potter and the Cursed Child (Broadway 
and first national tour), The Devil’s Disciple 
(Gingold Theatrical Group), and Godspeed 
(Denver Center for the Performing Arts). 
Nadia can also be seen on television episodes 
of NCIS: New York (CBS), Chicago Med (NBC), 
Law & Order (NBC), Succession (HBO), and 
New Amsterdam (NBC). She received her 
BFA from Marymount Manhattan College 
and studied abroad at the Royal Academy of 
Dramatic Art in London, U.K. On social media 
@naughtya_or_nice.

JUSTIN WEAKS (Smitty) was most recently 
seen in the premiere of his solo show A 
Fine Madness, which toured with Woolly 
Mammoth Theatre Company in the summer 
of 2026. His Studio Theatre credits include 
Pipeline, Curve of Departure, and Flow. Off 
Broadway, his credits include i need space 
(The New Group). His regional credits 
include Primary Trust (Barrington Stage 
Company, TheaterWorks Hartford); Angels 
in America (Arena Stage); There’s Always 
the Hudson, Gloria, and BLKS (Woolly 
Mammoth Theatre Company, where he is 
also a company member); Gem of the Ocean 
(Round House Theatre); one in two (Mosaic 
Theater Company); Word Becomes Flesh 
(Theater Alliance); and A Christmas Carol 
(Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park). A theater 
maker and artist educator, he has worked 
with organizations such as SAY (Stuttering 
Association for the Young), YPT (Young 
Playwrights Theater), and Shakespeare 
Theater Company. Justin has received 
three Helen Hayes Awards for his work on 
Washington, DC stages. He holds a degree 
from Greensboro College. On social media  
@keithweaks.

actors
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KHIRY WALKER (Donavan) is an actor 
and movement teacher from Brooklyn, New 
York. His theatre credits include Sally & Tom 
and Much Ado About Nothing (The Public 
Theater), King James (Pioneer Theatre 
Company), Godspeed (Denver Center for the 
Performing Arts), and Blues for an Alabama 

Sky (Keen Company). Khiry can also be seen 
on television in episodes of 9-1-1 Nashville 
(ABC/Hulu), Beyond the Gates (CBS), The 
Chair Company (HBO/MAX), and Law & Order: 
Organized Crime (NBC). On social media  
@khirywalker.

production
MATT SAUNDERS (Set Designer) is a 
Philadelphia-based designer and the Associate 
Artistic Director of the OBIE Award-Winning 
experimental theatre company New Paradise 
Laboratories. Saunders has designed over 150 
works of theater, opera, dance, and film. He has 
worked internationally in London, Barcelona, 
Rotterdam, Bruges, Malmo, and Bochum 
Germany. In the U.S., Matt has designed for 
such theaters as Lincoln Center, The Public 
Theater, Signature Theatre Company (NYC), 
Playwrights Horizons, American Repertory 
Theater, Mark Taper Forum, Berkeley Repertory 
Theatre, Goodman Theatre, Guthrie Theater, 
The Glimmerglass Festival, The Wilma Theater, 
Philadelphia Theatre Company, Alliance 
Theatre, The Kennedy Center, Los Angeles 
Philharmonic, New York Philharmonic, and 
the Apollo Theater. Saunders holds an MFA 
in Design from the Yale School of Drama and 
is an Associate Professor of Design in the 
Department of Theater at Swarthmore College. 
www.mattsaunders.net.

KARA HARMON (Costume Designer)’s Off 
Broadway credits include The Other Americans 
and Cullud Wattah (The Public Theater), The 
Great Privation (How to flip ten cents into a 
dollar) (Soho Rep), Watch Night (Perelman 
Performing Arts Center),The Niceties 
(Manhattan Theatre Club), and Dot (Vineyard 
Theatre). Her DC-area credits include We Are 
Gathered (Arena Stage), I & You: The Musical 
(Olney Theatre Center and McCarter Theatre 
Center), and The Wiz (Ford’s Theatre; Helen 

Hayes Award). Her regional credits include Of 
Mice and Men (Houston Grand Opera), The 
Penelopiad (Goodman Theatre), The Three 
Musketeers (Oregon Shakespeare Festival), 
42nd Street (Goodspeed Musicals; CT Critics 
Circle Outstanding Costume Design Award), 
Choir Boy (Steppenwolf Theatre Company), 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid the Musical (Children’s 
Theatre Company), Hometown to the World 
(Santa Fe Opera), Shutter Sisters (The Old 
Globe), Guys and Dolls (Guthrie Theater), The 
Purists (Huntington Theatre Company), and 
Barbecue (Geffen Playhouse; NAACP Award). 
KaraHarmonDesign.com

THOM WEAVER (Lighting Designer) is 
making his Studio debut. His Off Broadway 
credits include Penelope (Classic Stage 
Company); Sandra (Vineyard Theatre); The 
Total Bent (The Public Theater); Kingdom 
Come (Roundabout Theatre Company); Exit 
Strategy (Primary Stages); King Hedley II, How 
I Learned What I Learned, and The Liquid Plain 
(Signature Theatre Company); and Teller’s Play 
Dead (The Players Theater). Regional credits 
include productions with Folger Theatre, 
Round House Theatre, Shakespeare Theatre 
Company, Olney Theatre Center, Alliance 
Theatre, Huntington Theatre Company, Alley 
Theatre, The Arden Theatre Company, The 
Wilma Theater, Philadelphia Theatre Company, 
Milwaukee Rep, Chicago Shakespeare Theater, 
Children’s Theatre Company, Geva Theatre, 
Cleveland Play House, Portland Center Stage, 
Asolo Repertory Theatre, Hangar Theatre, 
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CenterStage, California Shakespeare Theater, 
Syracuse Stage, Berkshire Theatre Festival, 
Williamstown Theatre Festival, Spoleto Festival 
USA, Lincoln Center Festival, City Theatre 
(Pittsburgh), Pittsburgh Public Theater, and 
Yale Repertory Theatre, as well as numerous 
designs with Pilobolus. He is the recipient of 
a Helen Hayes Award, two Jeff Awards, six 
Barrymore Awards, and two AUDELCO Awards. 
He holds degrees from Carnegie Mellon and 
Yale. On social media @thomweaverdesign.

CHRISTOPHER DARBASSIE  (Sound 
Designer)’s Off Broadway credits include the 
ripple, the wave that carried me home; The 
Antiquities; and Amusements (Playwrights 
Horizons); The Counter (Roundabout Theatre 
Company); Caroline and Table 17 (MCC 
Theater; winner, NAACP Theatre Award), 
Six Characters (LCT3); Grangeville, A Bright 
New Boise, and A Case for the Existence of 
God (Signature Theatre Company [NYC]); 
The Apiary, Camp Siegfried, and Patience 
(Second Stage); I’m Almost There (Brooklyn 
Academy of Music and Audible Theater); This 
Beautiful Future (Cherry Lane Theatre); Heaux 
Church and P.S. (Ars Nova); Tru (House of 
the Redeemer); Marina (Little Island); I’m Not 
Even Half and Black Exhibition (The Bushwick 
Starr); Uncle Vanya and Color Theories 
(Performance Space New York; winner, Henry 
Hewes Design Award); and work at Petzel 
Gallery, Indiana Repertory Theatre, Goodman 
Theatre, Alliance Theatre, Philadelphia Theatre 
Company, Playmakers Repertory Company, 
The Brooklyn Museum, The Studio Museum, 
and more.

KELLY COLBURN (Projection Designer; she/
they/k) is a multidisciplinary artist working 
in the DC Area (Piscataway/Nacotchtank 
lands). Her Studio Theatre credits include 
The Colored Museum, Pipeline, and P.Y.G. Or 
The Mis-Edumacation of Dorian Belle. Her 
Off Broadway credits include american (tele)
visions (New York Theatre Workshop). Her 
recent regional credits include The World to 
Come (Woolly Mammoth Theatre Company/

Theater J), Eureka Day (Theater J), Please 
Underestimate Me and Some Like It Hot 
(Olney Theatre Center), and My Favorite 
Sociopath and ¡VOS! (Contemporary American 
Theater Festival). She is a Media/Projections 
faculty member at The University of Maryland 
College and a two-time Helen Hayes recipient. 
She has been nominated for the Helen Hayes 
Awards, Philadelphia’s Barrymore Awards, 
Lucille Lortel Awards, and Henry Hewes 
Awards. She holds a BFA from NYU Tisch 
and an MFA from the University of Maryland. 
kellycolburn.com. On social media  
@kellycolburndesign.

GERRAD ALEX TAYLOR  (Fight and Intimacy 
Choreographer; he/him/his) is an award-
winning director and actor based out of the 
DMV. He is the current Co-Artistic Director of 
Perisphere Theater in Bethesda and serves 
as an Assistant Professor in the Department 
of Theatre at the University of Maryland, 
Baltimore County (UMBC). He has directed 
and choreographed fights and intimacy 
at theatres and educational institutions 
across the country including Studio Theatre, 
Perisphere Theater, Chesapeake Shakespeare 
Company, Olney Theatre Center, Arena 
Stage, Everyman Theatre, Constellation 
Theatre Company, Imagination Stage, A 
Common Thread Theatre Company, North 
Carolina A&T, UMBC Department of Theatre, 
Morgan State University, and Johns Hopkins 
University Department of Theatre. He is a 
member of the Actors’ Equity Association 
and an advanced actor combatant with the 
Society of American Fight Directors. He holds 
a B.A. in Neuroscience from Johns Hopkins 
University and an MFA in Performance from 
the University of Nevada, Las Vegas.

ADRIEN-ALICE HANSEL (Dramaturg) is the 
Literary Director at Studio, where she oversees 
new work development, supports season 
planning, and has served as the dramaturg on 
roughly 70 plays, including world premieres 
of Good Bones, John Proctor is the Villain, I 
Hate it Here, Red Speedo, and Lungs, among 



others, and productions of Purlie Victorious; 
The Heart Sellers; Summer, 1976; The Colored 
Museum; Fun Home; English; Curve of 
Departure; Wig Out!; and The New Electric 
Ballroom. Her recent freelance work includes 
projects for Solas Nua, Musical Theatre 
Factory, and Young Artists of America. Prior 
to joining Studio, she spent eight seasons as 
a member of and then running the Literary 
Department at the Actors Theatre of Louisville 
and its Humana Festival of New American 
Plays. Adrien-Alice holds an MFA from the Yale 
School of Drama.  

JUANCARLOS CONTRERAS (Production 
Stage Manager; he/him) is a recent transplant 
to the DMV after splitting time between the 
Hudson Valley and Oregon. Local credits 
include Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom and The 
Inheritance, Parts One and Two (Round House 
Theatre); Akira Kurosawa Explains His Movies 
and Yogurt (with Live & Active Cultures!) 
(Woolly Mammoth Theatre Company); 
Kunene and the King (Shakespeare Theatre 
Company); and And Then There Were None 
(Everyman Theatre). Other regional credits 
include Furlough’s Paradise (Geva Theatre); 
Lizard Boy, Romeo and Juliet, and unseen 
(Oregon Shakespeare Festival); Jacob Marley’s 
A Christmas Carol (Fulton Theatre); Spring 
Awakening (Northern Stage); and An Iliad, 
Little Shop of Horrors, and Peter and the 
Starcatcher (Creede Repertory Theatre).

KATJA ZAROLINSKI, CSA is serving as the 
Studio Theatre NYC Casting Director for the 
2026-2027 season.  Katja is a New York-based 
casting director handling productions for 
theater, film, and television. Previous casting 
work includes Broadway, Off Broadway, and 
regional productions including Alley Theatre, 
Arena Stage, American Players Theatre, Asolo 
Repertory Theatre, Baltimore Center Stage, 
Barrington Stage Company, City Theatre, 
Contemporary American Theater Festival, 
Crossroads Theatre Company, Everyman 
Theatre, George Street Playhouse, Goodspeed 
Musicals, Guthrie Theater, Kansas City 
Repertory Theatre, Merrimack Repertory 
Theatre,  Milwaukee Repertory Theatre, 
Mosaic Theater, Oregon Shakespeare Festival, 
People’s Light, Pittsburgh Civic Light Opera, 
PlayMakers Repertory Company, Pittsburgh 
Public Theatre, Repertory Theatre of St. Louis, 
Seattle Repertory Theatre, Shakespeare 
Theatre Company, Signature Theatre, South 
Coast Repertory Theatre, Theaterworks 
Hartford, Virginia Stage Company, Virginia 
Theatre Festival, and many more.  
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PRODUCTION STAFF

COMMUNITY PARTNERS 

Us Helping Us
Since its founding in 1985, Us Helping Us has worked 
to improve the health and well-being of Black gay 
men through a range of innovative programs and 
services, to support reducing the impact of HIV/AIDS 
in the entire Black community. Through a lens of 
inclusivity, Us Helping Us works tirelessly to address 
the existing health disparities for underserved and 
marginalized communities, particularly Black men 
who have sex with men, Black transgender women, 
and other sexual minorities to help create a world in 
which health and wellness is within everyone’s reach.

The Department of Theatre Arts at  
Howard University 
Howard University's Department of Theatre 
Arts, housed within the Chadwick A. Boseman 
College of Fine Arts, is dedicated to advancing 
the artistic expression, cultural traditions, and 
lived experiences of the African Diaspora through 
the study and practice of theatre. Offering 
undergraduate training in Acting, Dance, Musical 
Theatre, Theatre Arts Administration, and 
Theatre Technology, the Department cultivates 
creativity, critical inquiry, and artistic excellence 
while empowering students to develop their 
distinctive voices. Rooted in a rich cultural legacy, 
the Department prepares the next generation of 
artists, innovators, and cultural leaders to shape 
the future of theatre and the performing arts.

SPECIAL THANKS
The production would like to thank Mia Toliver, Vania LaCarte, Austin Blankson, and Michael 
Caleb Ofori for their contributions to the projection videos.

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 
JAY MONTELEONE

ASSOCIATE COSTUME DESIGNER 
JILLIAN WARNER

ASSISTANT LIGHTING DESIGNER 
HANNAH REBECCA KELLY

ASSOCIATE PROJECTION DESIGNER 
DYLAN UREMOVICH

ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGER 
CONNOR SMITH

SCENIC CHARGE 
AIOFE CREIGHTON

WARDROBE 
PERI WALKER

TAKEOVER ASSISTANT STAGE 
MANAGER 
LILA-ROSE ROBERTS

PRODUCTION MENTAL HEALTH 
SUPPORT 
SUPPORTING ROLES

PROPERTIES SUPERVISOR 
AMY KELLETT

LIGHT BOARD OPERATOR 
LILY BULMAN

SOUND BOARD OPERATOR 
CHRISTIAN AGUILAR

DC CASTING
JESS CHAYES

PRODUCTION ASSISTANTS 
TROY JOHNSON

ISLAM CONSULTANT 
MIKAAL SULAIMAN

PROGRAM GRAPHIC DESIGNER 
BILL GEENEN



THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE

 EXECUTIVE PRODUCER GIFTS BEGINNING AT $100,000 
Susan and Dixon Butler
Sari Hornstein
Joan and David Maxwell
Judy Pomeranz
 

Timothy Price and Jerry Sealy
Bobbi and Ralph Terkowitz
Amy Weinberg and Norbert Hornstein

 PRODUCER GIFTS BEGINNING AT $75,000

Dr. Mark Epstein and Amoretta Hoeber

Teresa and Dan Schwartz

 UNDERWRITER GIFTS BEGINNING AT $50,000

Sheryl and Rick Donaldson
Judge Albert Lauber and  
Prof. Craig Hoffman

Paul Massey and Josh O'Harra
Craig Pascal

 SEASON SPONSOR GIFTS BEGINNING AT $25,000

Nan Beckley
Trudy Clark
Linda Feinberg and Jeffrey Bauman
Hope and Mark Foster
Jinny Goldstein
Susan L. Gordon
Rick Kasten
Kathleen Kunzer Rosenzweig and  
Paul Rosenzweig

Jim and Sharon Lowe
Lou Mazawey
Belinda and Gregory Nixon
Sandra Schlachtmeyer
Terry Theologides and  
Deb Rodriguez
Mark Tushnet and  
Elizabeth Alexander

 DIRECTOR GIFTS BEGINNING AT $15,000

Cindy and Mark Aron
The Galena-Yorktown Foundation
Wendy and William Garner
John Guggenmos and Timur Loynab
John and Meg Hauge
Donald E. Hesse and Jerrilyn Andrews
Richard Lehmann and Lynn Bonde
Marilyn Marcosson
Renee Matalon and Stephen Marcus
Lori McFarling

Larry and Joan Naake
Jamie Pate
Irene Roth and Vicken Poochikian
April Rubin and Bruce Ray
Samantha Sault
Barney and Susan Shapiro
Steve and Linda Skalet
Ed and Andy Smith
Mary Sturtevant and Alan Asay
Bob Tracy and Martha Gross
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OVATION CIRCLE GIFTS BEGINNING AT $3,000
Marc Albert and  
Stephen Tschida

Dr. Stewart Aledort and  
Dr. Sheila Rogovin

Rob Batarla

The Honorable Ann Brown 

The Lewis Butler Foundation

Cory and Rachel Capps

Cathi Cohen

Louis and Bonnie Cohen

Liz and Tim Cullen

Amy Dudley and  
Kip Wainscott

Leon and Miriam Ellsworth

Gerri Fiala

Trudy Fleisher

Navroz and Perinaaz Gandhi 

Yinuo Geng

David and Jean Heilman Grier

Frona Hall

Larry Haller and Sherry Marts

Kirby Heller and  
Steve Dennett

Richard and Pamela Hinds

John Keator and Virginia 
Sullivan

Kay Kendall and Jack Davies

Helen and David Kenney 

Judy and Peter Blum Kovler 
Foundation

Barry Kropf

Dianne Lerner 

Linwei Li

Eve A. Lilley

In memory of Herb and 
Nancy Milstein

The Morningstar Foundation

Morrissette Family 
Foundation

Carl and Undine Nash

Tuknekah Noble

Michael and Penelope Pollard

Carl and Margaret Pfeiffer

Lutz Alexander Prager and 
Patricia Lark*

Jennifer Randolph

Peter S. Reichertz

Dusty Riddle and Daniel Aune 

The Henry and Susan Rose 
Family Fund

Sara Rosenbaum and Dan 
Hawkins

Steven M. Rosenberg and 
Stewart C. Low III

The Honorable Carol 
Schwartz 

Amit Sevak and Luz Blancas 
Sevak 

David and Peggy Shiffrin

Aimee Smart and Shefa 
Gordon 

R Lee Stump and Abigail 
Roth

Stephen and Suzanne 
Swendiman

Robert Tracy and Martha 
Gross

Kazuko and Yoshine 
Uchimura

Steve Verna and  
Jo Anne Garrison

Eric R. and Laura M. Wagner

Richard and Joann Weiner

Melissa and Justin Wiley

Zack Wisniewski and  
Chris Hanes 

Beverly and Christopher With

Mary and Michael Young

Judy and Leo Zickler

OPEN CIRCLE GIFTS BEGINNING AT $500

Donald Adams and  
Ellen Maland
Jerome Adler
Dean Amel and Terry Savela
Marcia and Larry Arem
Scott Barash
Judith Bartnoff and  
Gene Sofer
R. Joseph Barton
Scott Douglas Bellard
Allan and Michele Berman
Bernard Family Foundation
Ms. B. Bird and Mr. J. Domber
Rick and Burma Bochner
Amy Bogdon and  
Robert Kornfeld
Loren and Peter Brandman
Sue and Joe Bredekamp
Claudia Burke
Michael Burke and Carl Smith
Keith and Kristen Burnham
E S Carton
Jessica Case
Mady Chalk
Cecilia Chandler
Nancy Chasen and Don Spero
Sam Clay*
Brian Collins
David Cooper and  
Stephen Nash
William Corin 
Johanna Cummings
Jon Danforth and  
Carol Arthur
Laurie Davis and  
Joseph Sellers
Nancy Deck & Michael Gross
John Driscoll

Ilene Ellenbogen
Wayne and Whitney Farmer
Marc and Anne Feinberg
The Manny and Ruthy Cohen 
Foundation
James A. Feldman and 
Natalie Wexler
Michael S. Fernandez
Leo S. Fisher & Susan J. 
Duncan Gift Fund
Sarah Hope Franks and 
Michael O. Moore
Gargee Ghosh
Amy C. Gilbert and  
Steven Newpol
Janice Goldblum
Ellen Goldstein
Joyce and Richard Gordon
Alyse Graham
John G. Guffey
Robert Guidos
Westport Foundation -  
Gail and John Harmon
William & Wendell Hausdorff
James Heegeman
Margaret Hennessey
Sonya Hepinstall 
Jonathan Herz and  
Steven Hill
Virginia A. McArthur and  
E.C. Michael Higgins
Lawrence Hoffman
Melane K Hoffmann
Betsy Holland
John Horman
Lynne and Joseph Horning
Marvene Horwitz
John and Gail Howell

Tom Johnson and  
Susan Nelson
Jason Johnston
Leonade D. Jones
Thomas Joseph
Andrew Joskow and  
Lisa Sockett
Christina and Christopher 
Junker
Terrance Kalahurka
Jeremy and Marnie Kaplan
Kyle Kerr
Ann and Neil Kerwin
Kent Killelea
Robert L. Kimmins
Jan Klein
Arlene and Martin Klepper
Leslie Kogod
Patricia and John Koskinen
Thomas F. Lahr
Catherine Landry and  
Henry Brothers
Chad Lash & Caryn Wagner
Janet Lewis
Joseph and Sonya Livingston
Paul and Annie Mahon
Marc and Anne Feinberg
Shawn C. Helm and J. 
Thomas Marchitto
Dan and Susan Mareck
Martha Washington Straus-
Harry H. Straus Foundation
Karen and Daniel Mayers
Anna McGowan
Carla and Mark Meister
The Honorable Phil 
Mendelson
Lisa Mezzetti

Ellen and Richard Miller
Gary Mintz
Elvi Moore
Marilyn L. Muench
The Mufson Family 
Foundation
Misti Mukherjee and  
Mike Williams
Lou and Sherry Nevins
Melanie and Larry Nussdorf
Nancy S. Olson
Ray Olson
Jennifer Ormson
Jeanie Osburn
Linda and Peter Parshall
Daniel Pattenden
Stan Peabody
Evelyn Sandground and  
Bill Perkins
Carl and Margaret Pfeiffer
Teresa Plotkin
Murray Pollack and  
Joyce Campbell
Ane Powers
Linda Ravdin
Ruth Lammert-Reeves and 
Roger H. Reeves
Mervin Richard
Julie F. Rios
Steve Roberts
Steve and Ilene Rosenthal
Lynn Rothberg
Frank Sammartino and  
Ellen Starbird
Linda B. Schakel
Mady Schichor
Gail Schonfeld

THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS



This list represents contributions of $500 or more made to the annual fund as of November 2, 2026. Every effort has been 
made to ensure the accuracy of this listing. For more information, please contact the Development Department at 202.919.3712.

Scott B. Schreiber and  
Evelyn Jaffe Schreiber
Linda Schwartz
Negin Shakibi
Jennifer Shea and  
Peter Bruns
Elaine and English Showalter
Patricia Silverthorn
John and Ann Skeele
Lauren Kogod and  
David Smiley
Spoor Family Fund

Cecile Srodes
Allison Stockman
Jeanne Stovroff
Thomas Strikwerda and 
Donna Stienstra
Elizabeth Stuart
Tina M. Tate
Grant P. and  
Sharon R. Thompson
Margot Tripi
Robert Turner
Daniel Vine

Paula Vogel
Chip Walgren and Lee Allen
Ronald Walters
Amy Weiss
Gloria Weissberg
Kip Weissman and  
Kathy Balog
Nola Werlinich
Carolyn L. Wheeler
John and Sue Whitelaw
Craig Wilcox

Jeffrey Wilder
Bruce Williams
Gregory A. Williams*
Robert I. Wise Jr
Paul Wolfson
Richard Wormsbecher
Ed and Judy Zareski
Vicki Zwerdling

* = In memory of

FOUNDATIONS, CORPORATE, AND GOVERNMENT
DC Commission on the  
Arts and Humanities

The Max and Victoria Dreyfus 
Foundation

Milton and Dorothy Sarnoff 
Raymond Foundation

The Morris and Gwendolyn 
Cafritz Foundation

Morgan Fund at Seattle 
Foundation

National Capital Arts and 
Cultural Affairs Program 
and the US Commission of 

Fine Arts

The Nora Roberts Foundation

Paul Angell Foundation

Share Fund

Shapiro Foundation

The Shubert Foundation

William S. Abell Foundation

ABOUT STUDIO
Our mission is to produce exceptional contemporary theatre in deliberately intimate spaces, 
fostering a more thoughtful, more empathetic, and more connected community, in Washington, 
DC and beyond.

Over nearly 50 years and more than 350 productions, Studio has grown from a company that 
produced in a single rented theatre to one that owns a multi-venue complex stretching half 
a city block, but we have stayed committed to core distinguishing characteristics: intimacy, 
excellence in acting and design, and seasons that feature many of the most significant 
playwrights of our time.

AT STUDIO, WE:
•	 Make remarkable theatre

•	 Identify and nurture visionary artists and plays

•	 Cultivate future generations of theatre professionals

•	 Dismantle barriers that exclude people from joyful participation in our art form

•	 Embed ourselves in our community, connecting the work on our stages to people’s 
lives and the concerns of the broader DC community
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Renée Matalon   
CHAIR
Amy Weinberg  
VICE CHAIR
Navroz Gandhi   
TREASURER
Yinuo Geng   
SECRETARY
Marc Albert
Rob Batarla
Susan Butler
Rick Donaldson
Mark Epstein
Linda Fienberg
Mark Foster
Jinny Goldstein
Susan L. Gordon
John Guggenmos 
Sharon Lowe
Lori McFarling

Belinda Nixon
Tuknekah Noble
Jamie Pate
Daniel Pink
Judy Pomeranz
Jennifer Randolph
Dusty Riddle
The Honorable  
Carol Schwartz
Teresa Schwartz
Luz Blancas Sevak
Barney Shapiro
Steve Skalet
Aimee Smart
Bobbi Terkowitz
Terry Theologides
Robert Tracy
Melissa Wiley

EX-OFFICIO
David Muse
Rebecca Ende Lichtenberg

HONORARY TRUSTEES
Otho Eskin and  
Therese Keane 
Sari Hornstein
Robert and Arlene Kogod 
David and Joan Maxwell 
Craig Pascal

EMERITUS TRUSTEES
Jon Danforth
Jean Grier
Michael Higgins
Albert Lauber
Ginny McArthur
Larry Naake
Gerald Rosberg

FOUNDING ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 
Joy Zinoman

LEADERSHIP
DAVID MUSE 
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

REBECCA ENDE LICHTENBERG 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

STA
FFBOARD OF TRUSTEES

12   S T U D I O  T H E AT R E

FELLOWS-IN-RESIDENCE PROGRAM
The Studio Fellows-in-Residence program prepares future artists and administrators for 
a successful career in the arts through a rigorous, hands-on training experience over the 
course  of a full theatrical season.

PROGRAM SPONSORS 
Susan and Dixon Butler
Jeffrey Bauman and Linda Fienberg
Sari Hornstein
Judy Pomeranz

Timothy Price and Jerry Sealy
Teresa and Dan Schwartz
Amy Weinberg and Norbert Hornstein



ANANYA AGRAWAL 
COMPANY MANAGEMENT

CAROLINE BERRY 
SOUND & PROJECTION

EVAN COX 
PRODUCTION & EVENTS 
MANAGEMENT

ABIGAIL GILMAN	  
ARTS ADMIN

LYDIA HOMMEL  
MARKETING

ADITRI KHADILKAR 
ARTISTIC PRODUCING

RAY LONG  
ELECTRICS

JAY MONTELEONE  
DIRECTING

AIDEN SKELLY  
TECHNICAL DIRECTION

CONNOR SMITH  
STAGE MANAGEMENT

ZACH TERRILLION 
DEVELOPMENT 
 

2026-27 FELLOWS 

STA
FF

FELLOWS-IN-RESIDENCE PROGRAM

ARTISTIC
JESS CHAYES 
Associate Artistic Director
ADRIEN-ALICE HANSEL 
Literary Director 

Commissioned Artists
MARGOT BORDELON
SARAH DELAPPE
NOAH DIAZ
ERIKA DICKERSON-
DESPENZA
MARCELO DOS SANTOS
MOLLY SMITH METZLER
KATE EASTWOOD NORRIS
AK PAYNE
TYNE RAFAELI
GEOFF SOBELE

Readers Circle 
LAUREN HALVORSEN
ELLA TALERICO
FRANCESCA SABEL

PRODUCTION
JEFFERY MARTIN 
Director of Production
CLARICE BERARDINELLI 
Rentals & Events Manager

ANAHITA SEPEHRI 
Assistant Production 
Manager
BRANDEE MATHIES 
Costume Shop Manager
CHRISTION JONES  
Lighting & Sound 
Supervisor
RHIANNON SANDERS 
Technical Director
SARAH MCCARTHY 
Master Carpenter

DEVELOPMENT
BIANCA BECKHAM 
Director of Development
HANNAH HESSEL RATNER 
Associate Director of 
Development
DARCY FOWLER 
Development Operations 
Manager
EMMA CUMMINGS 
Donor Relations and Special 
Events Coordinator

GENERAL 
MANAGEMENT
KATHRYN HUEY 
Director of Finance & 
Administration
AMANDA ACKER 
Business Director
CORY MCCONVILLE 
Operations Manager
EVE PARENT 
Management &  
HR Coordinator
DANIEL BINDER 
Operations Assistant

MARKETING AND 
COMMUNICATIONS
HILARY JUDIS 
Director of Marketing and 
Communications
REBECCA FISCHLER 
Associate Director of Marketing 
and Communications
MAX PLATA 
Audience Services Director
JEFF KLEIN 
Audience Services Manager
GABBY WOLFE 
Marketing Insights Manager
AVI LITTKY 
Marketing Manager

Lead Box Office Associates
MARTHA HAHN
SYDNE LYONS

Box Office Associates
MAYA BROWN
JAIDA GILLESPIE
MARCEL HARTLEY
CHAUNCY SUTTON

Lead House Managers
ZORA ALLISON
BRINDEN BANKS
MARK BERRY
JAIDA GILLESPIE
MARCEL HARTLEY
BRIAN KLOSE
STEPHANIE LANDRY
KAIYA LYONS
CHRISTIAN MORENO
ALEJANDRO OMS
GAELYN SMITH
ASH TROTTER

House Managers
RUTH ATTA
SAVANNAH BLACKWELL
ERIC LANE 
BOB REEG 
ERIN SHORT
MCKENNA CANTY
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UP NEXT

BY JOSHUA HARMON
DIRECTED BY JESS CHAYES

BEGINS JANUARY 13

Joshua’s grandmother calls with a mission: She’s dying, he’s a 
playwright, and it’s time for him to write about the family. She has 
one request: “Make it as bitter and vitriolic as possible.” Joshua 
Harmon casts his comic eye close to home in this sharp-tongued 
play about mothers and daughters, legacy and addiction, fierce 
cruelty and extraordinary love. The writer of two of Studio’s biggest 
hits returns with a daringly personal play. TICKETS

Photo Credit: Sarah M
arshall

FROM THE 
PLAYWRIGHT 
OF BAD 
JEWS AND 
ADMISSIONS

https://www.studiotheatre.org/plays/play-detail/2026-2027/we-had-a-world

